CH. ix]               BIOGRAPHICAL WORKS                   449

Shaykh-i-Mufid; the historians Tabari and Shahristdnf;
the scientists Rdzf and Bfrunf; the thinkers Fdrdbf,
Ghazdlf and Muhyi"d-Dm ibnu'l-'Arabi; and the Persian
poets Sand'i, Faridu'd-Dm 'Attar and Jalalu'd-Dfn Riimf,
nor is any subordinate plan, chronological or other, dis-
cernible within these sections, so that the owner of the
book who wishes to consult it regularly is compelled to
make his own Index or Table of Contents.

The other book which I have constantly consulted as to
the lives of the theologians is the Persian Qisasu'l- Ulamd
(" Stories of the Doctors ") of Muhammad ibn
^mamd^1' Sulaymdn of Tanakdbun, who wrote it in I29O/
1873*. It contains about a hundred and fifty
biographies of Shi'a divines, and is more readable, if less
accurate, than the work previously mentioned. Another
useful Persian book on the same subject is the
Nuj&mits-Samd ("Stars of Heaven") composed
by Mfrzi Muhammad 'AH in 1286/1869-70*,
dealing with the Shf'a doctors of the eleventh,
twelfth and thirteenth centuries of the hijra (seventeenth,
eighteenth and nineteenth of the Christian era). There
exist also two special monographs in Arabic on the Shf'a
divines of Bahrayn and Jabal 'Amil, fasLifMatu'l-Bahrayn
(" Pearl of Bahrayn") of Shaykh Yiisuf ibn Ahmad al-
Bahranf, who flourished in the eighteenth century; and the
Amahfl~Ama ft'Ufamd'i Jabal'Amti^iht Hoper's Hope,
on the Doctors of Mount 'Amil"), by Muhammad ibn
Hasan ibn CAH... al-Iiurr al-fAmiH, who belongs to the
previous century.

Mention must also be made of another modern bio-
graphical work of a somewhat special character, which,

1  I possess two lithographed editions, one, the second Tihran edition,
published in 1304/1886; the other, apparently at Lucknow, in I3o6/
1888-9

2  Lithographed at Lucknow in 1303/1885-6.
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